What matters to you?  What do you mean when you say a settlement should be fair?
The purpose of this note is to help you think through your ideas about what matters to you when you negotiate your financial settlement.  It is based upon factors that Judges are required to take into account when making decisions.  However, it is not intended to limit you to raising only these issues – there may be other factors that are just as (or much more) important to you.  Nor is it intended that this note should be shared, but you will be asked about your priorities in any settlement and this exercise may help you to be prepared for that question.   
When you think about what would be a fair approach to the sharing of the assets that are left at the end of your relationship/marriage, how importantly do you rate the following factors?   Please tick the box that best reflects where on each scale your opinion fits.  As this is a Word document, the gaps between headings will expand to accommodate more detailed notes.
The needs of any children
	Major factor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all relevant


Are there any particular needs of the children that you consider would be relevant to your discussions? If so, you may wish to make a note of them
Difference in earnings/earning capacity

	Major factor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all relevant


Is there a big difference between what you and your spouse or partner earns?  Is this because one of you has sacrificed a career to look after the family?  How easy will it be for that person’s income to be rebuilt in the future?  

The family home

	A great deal 
Not at all 

(The source of the funds to buy it should be ignored)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all (It should be treated in the same way as any other asset)


To what extent do you feel that the family home should be treated differently to other assets?

Your needs

	Major factor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all relevant


Are there any particular needs that you consider would be relevant to your discussions? If so, you may wish to make a note of them

Your spouse or partner’s needs

	Major factor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all relevant


Are there any particular needs of your spouse or partner that you consider would be relevant to your discussions? If so, you may wish to make a note of them
The standard of living enjoyed by the family before the breakdown of the marriage

	Major factor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all relevant


Are there any particular aspects of your standard of living that you consider would be relevant to your discussions? If so, you may wish to make a note of them

Age/duration of the marriage (including any period of pre-marriage living together)

	Major factor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all relevant


Are there any particular factors arising from your or your spouse’s/partner’s age or the duration of the marriage that you consider would be relevant to your discussions? If so, you may wish to make a note of them

Any physical or mental disabilities

	Major factor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all relevant


Are there any particular physical or mental disabilities of either you or your spouse/partner that you consider would be relevant to your discussions? If so, you may wish to make a note of them
Contribution 
	Major factor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all relevant


Are there any particular contributions that you consider would be relevant to your discussions? If so, you may wish to make a note of them
Are there assets that you owned before you lived together or married (or pensions that had already accrued) that you think should be treated differently to assets that have been acquired during the marriage? If so, you may wish to make a note of them.
Other Factors [give description below]

	Major factor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Not at all relevant


Are there any other factors that you consider would be relevant to your discussions? If so, you may wish to make a note of them.

